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Catastrophic 2013 Lac-Mégantic train derailment and explosion.1 
 

Railroads Sure Ain’t What They Used to Be 
Long gone are the nostalgic days of clickety clack and “The Little Engine That Could” 

Today’s freight trains groan as they pull ever increasing weight, haul 2 ½ mile-long loads, 
and fear they better not be late!  Our tired, 21st century engines – Just Can’t. 

Now, trains roll through our communities carrying any of nearly 400 types of hazardous substances,2 like 
ethylene oxide, anhydrous ammonia, chlorine gas, Bakken crude oil, spent nuclear fuel, and liquified natural 
gas, as well as security-sensitive materials3 including military weapons4 such as bombs, cartridges for weapons, 
rockets, warheads, torpedoes, mines, grenades, ammunition, and projectiles. During the summer of 2013, a 
horrific train derailment and ‘atomic bomb-sized’ explosion in Quebec, Canada killed 47 unsuspecting residents 
of Lac-Mégantic and decimated the core of their business center.5 In February 2023, phosgene gas was released 
in East Palestine, Ohio – a chemical weapon of mass terror so deadly it was banned after WWI.  
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Over 5.7 million children attending 14,800 schools are in harm’s way - 
despite the public’s Right-to-Know (SARA, Title III), parents have no idea. 
 

● Trains travel on turn of the century railroads6 that were never built to accommodate the weight and 
frequency of its current cargo.  The industry is allowed to maintain its own infrastructure – but simply 
chooses not to do so. 

● Railroad workers suffer from fatigue and inhumane working conditions because of an attendance policy 
unlike any other industry that forces them to go to work when they are sick and lack adequate rest.7  
Congress sided with Big Business, voting against seven days paid sick leave for our railroad workers 
while the very next day Canada mandated ten for its private sector.8 

● State Emergency Planning Commissions (SERCs) and Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) 
across the rail transportation corridor are sorely underfunded and lack human resources necessary to 
plan, train, and equip their communities.  In 2022, EMA Director David Christensen reported McHenry 
County, IL had four paid staff; Emergency Manager Dan Eder of Lake County, IL indicated only three. 

● Rail cargo can be embargoed9 and held on private property by foreign-owned, private companies that 
have their own private police force10 with full criminal law enforcement powers. 

Bring us back to the good ol’ days when people cared about one another – put people 
before profits and make our railroads safe!  Visit La-Coalition.org to learn more.  
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